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Commander’s Comments

s we approach the upcoming holiday season may God's per-
fect gift and the magic of Christmas bless each of your fami-
lies throughout the year. | sincerely wish for each of you a

joyous and Merry Christmas and a prosperous and happy New Year.

Aswe have afew days off to enjoy the holidays with family and friends
| ask each of you to join me as | reflect upon the rich blessings that God
has bestowed upon us and how dear to our hearts is this season of fond

memories and good cheer.

| especially want to wish a special blessing upon our deployed members
and their respective families. | ask that each of you join me in taking
time from the busy holiday schedule to make a phone call, drop a card,
or send an email to these families and let them know how much we

appreciate the sacrifice that they are making this holiday season.

In closing | would like to thank each unit member
and their respective families for your continued
support of 186th Air Refueling Wing. May God

richly bless each and every one you.

COL DAVID L. WEAVER
Wing Commander
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Travel Voucher Claims

The 186 ARW has implemented the following base
wide policy for al travel vouchers that are turned
into finance for processing. Effective November 12,
2002, al travelers on officia business that submit a
claim for reimbursement must elect the SPLIT DIS
BURSEMENT option on the DD1351-2 Travel
voucher. This appliesto all travelers that have charges
on the Government Travel Card that were incurred
while on official travel orders. The traveler must
annotate the amount to be sent to Bank of Americain
block 1 of the DD1351-2. If traveler is unsure of the
balance due, traveler will write in the words “balance
due” in the space provided.

If the traveler REFUSES to elect the split disburse-
ment option, then the traveler will need to report to
his 1st Sgt and/or Commander to have his’her voucher

signed off. If the Bank Card balance is more then
the travel reimbursement, the voucher Will be sent
to the travelers 1st Sgt/Commander for their signa-
ture before the voucher is paid. This procedure will
also apply to any vouchers that are mailed or sent
through distribution.

This policy is being implemented as a result of the
increased HIGH delinquency rate. Travelers should
be reminded of their financial obligations when
using the Government Travel Card. The Card isto
be used while on official travel orders warranting
travel and per diem. Misuse of the Charge card can
result in administrative action and possible discharge
for financial irresponsibility.

Please address any questionsto Lt Col Donald E. Jones

$25 per person
(Checks payable to Tommy Temple)

RSVP No later than 12 December 2002
601-484-9803 (Comm)
778-9803 (DSN)
thomas.temple@msmeri.ang.af.mil

Vou ate cordially invited to a
Retitement (Dinne’z

llOI’lO’lO?lg

Colonel Larey D. Pace

and his 39 years of service
Chursday, the nineteenth of “December at Notthwood Countm{ Club
Meridian, MNississippi

Casual Civilian Attire
6:30 p.m. Receptiion & Cash Bar
7:30 p.m. Dinner
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Base Education - Major Powe/M SG Trotter

H ours of Operation: During normal Unit
Training Assembly hours and by appointment
in Bldg 300 next to Unit Training Manager. Our
extension is 49361 or Commercial 484 9361; DSN
778-9361.

Base Education serves as your focal point for
College Level Examination Program tests(CLEP),
DANTE Subject Standardized Tests(DSST),
Graduate Record Exam(GRE), Graduate
Management Admission Test (GMAT), Law School
Admission Test(LSAT). Also, there are certification
exams that can be administered also.

Currently, Traditional members and Techniciansin
good standing who have completed their initial skill
training, and who have one year retainability from
completion of a course may be reimbursed by the
ANG TA Program.

Courses must be lead to a stated educational goal,
i.e., certification, licensing, or an associate, bache-
lor’s or master’s degree.

The ANG TA Program will not pay for courses lead-
ing to an equivalent degree, a degree at alower aca-

demic level than one already attained, courses lead-
ing to doctorate or professional degree.

If you have questions about the above, contact Base
Education.

Also, | would like to encourage enlisted personnel to
complete their Community College of the Air Force
program(CCAF) and take full advantage of this two
year equivalent degree. This degreeistied directly to
your Air Force Specialty.

During the December UTA, representatives from
Meridian Community College and MSU-Meridian
will be on base Saturday, 7 Dec 02, from 10:00 AM
to 12:00 AM for Spring 2003 pre-registration. Also,
If you have questions, they will be able to assist you.

During the February UTA, there will be a CCAF cer-
emony for CCAF graduates in Bldg 300 in the Old
Aircrew Briefing Room at 1400 hours on Saturday.

Last but not least, Base Education would like to wish
each and everyone. . .

Happy Holidays

First Sergeant Position Available

The 186th Support Group First Sergeant posi-
tion is becoming available. Applications for this posi-
tion should be sent to the attention of SMS Clarissa
Green by the end of the UTA on 12 January 2003.
Applicants must be in the grade of MSgt or pro-
motable TSgt. Applicants should review the First
Sergeant requirements outlined in AM 36-2113.

As stated in the applicable AFI, a panel will
review the applications and may require a personal
interview with eligible applicants.

James R. White, Colonel, MSANG
Commander, 186th Support Group
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Family Readiness

gNTA CLAUS IS COMING TO KEY FIELD!!!,
ur annual Christmas party for the children will
be Saturday 7 December 2002 starting at 2:00p.m. in
the dining hall here on base. We are still finalizing
plans but as of now the plans include child finger-
printing along with a clown and games.

At our November FRG meeting we elected officers
for the coming year. They are as follows. Sylvia
Thornhill, Chairperson; Karen Wilson, Co-Chair;
Mev Knight, Secretary and Gladys Davenport,
Treasurer. When you see these ladies, please thank
them for stepping up to the plate and accepting this
responsibility. I know they would aso welcome your
pledge of support and offer to help.

The Family Readiness Group still has afew Operation
Enduing Freedom t-shirts. These t-shirts are author-
ized to wear with BDU’s and are available in either

brown or black at a cost of $10.00 each. If you have
not gotten yours, please stop by my office.

We continue our plans for our salute to the familiesin
February. Please ook in this issue of the Jet Blast for
a sneak peek at the posters that will soon be up all
over Key Field. Tickets will go on sale 1 December
2002 at a price of $10.00 per person. You can pur-
chase your tickets from any member of the Family
Readiness Group or call my office.

Please take the time to get involved with the Family
Readiness Group and please encourage your spouse to
also be involved. If you have any questions or sug-
gestions, don't hesitate to call me. My work number is
484-9623 and home number is 683-2165. My e-mail
address is. constance.myers@msmeri.ang.af.mil.

he Family Program Office would like to know your area of expertise in order to help family members when their spouses are on

deployment. You can help us by becoming part of our 186th Yellow Pages. If you know electrical, mechanical, plumbing, auto
mechanics, air conditioning, sprinkler systems, how to mow alawn, or just an overall handyman, we want your number. We are [ook-
ing for people who will provide a free or discounted service to our unit members in need during a deployment. If you would like to
become a part of our Yellow Pages, please complete the following form and return it to LTCol Randy Pope or Connie Myersin the
Family Program Office in Building 300. If you have any questions please call Connie Myers at 484-9623.

Unit Member Name:

Address;

City, State, Zip:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

Specialty:

Would you be willing to provide a discount for unit members?

If you have a business card please attach to form.
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Pay Dates

Pay Dates for December Duty
The schedule below shows dates you can expect to receive pay for duty performed during December
2002. For example, if you should perform duty on 04 December, you can expect to be paid on 13 December
if the form isreceived in Military Pay NLT 1200 on 06 December 2002.

Run Date Pay Date
02Dec2002. . ... it 11 Dec 2002
04Dec2002.......ccviiiii i 13 Dec 2002
06Dec2002........cciiiii 18 Dec 2002
11Dec2002. . ... 20 Dec 2002
13Dec2002. . ... 24 Dec 2002
17Dec2002. ... .o 31 Dec 2002
24Dec2002 ... .. 04 Jan 2003
30Dec2002 ... 09 Jan 2003

Unit Training Assembly performed on 07-08 December 2002 should pay on 20 December 2002 and Alternate
Unit Training Assembly performed on 14 - 15 December 2002 should pay on 31 December 2002.

Ten Commandments of Spending Public Funds
1 DO NOT obligate money until you get it.

2. DO NOT obligate more funds than you have.

3. DO NOT use funds for other than their intended use.
4. DO NOT exceed congressional limitations.

5. Spend each dollar asif it were your own.

6. Be sure that sufficient funds are reserved for contingencies and other
potential liabilities.

7. Manage your program THROUGH the appropriation cycle (October

September).

8. Stay attuned to current economic redlities (the effect of inflation and
deflation).

9. Identify potential problem areas.

10. Report identified problems through the chain of command, as
required.
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News From the Base Training Office

any of the Unit Training Managers have request-

ed course enrollment for their members in
course 00005A and have not received the course mate-
rials due to the course being on hold. Rumors have been
swirling around concerning the status of Course 5 and
the latest news from the Distant Learning Branch is that
course 0O0005A is indeed being replaced by course
00012. Course 00012, unlike course 00005A, does not
score the entire exam on acumulative basis but requires
ascore of at least 70 on each exam (2 modules with 2
tests in course 00012). Like the old course 00008A
each member will have two chances to pass the exam,
i.e. take first test and fail, a retake will be issued. Any
enrollment request received for course 00005A after 01
September 2002 will automatically prompt course
00012 distributions even though course materials won't
be available until January 2003. Any member who has
failed or expired in course O0005A require re-enroll-
ment in course 00012 with the normal waiting periods,
6 month for two-time failures and 12 months for course
expiration. The eligibility requirements for course
00012 remain the same. If you have any questions
regarding a member's eligibility, contact the Base
Training Office at 49549 or 49208.

There are some new changes in time requirements
for 7-leve retraining, IAW with AFI 36-2201. The new
time requirement, if in a retraining status, is 6 months
instead of the previous 12 months. Thisisthe minimum
time and all other requirements must be met.

USAF Computer Based
Training (CBT) Opportunities

Ever want to learn more about computers or
how to program software or wonder how a network is

put together? There are over 1000 commercial
Information Technology courseware titles available
to Air National Guard (ANG) members through
Smart Force computer based training courses. These
include beginner through advanced level and are pri-
marily an on-the-job (OJT) resource. These courses
can be used to enhance the scope or quality of train-
ing already available, provide training options not
otherwise available and best of all; they are free to
ANG members. Did | mention these are FREE!
Choose from courses such as: Cisco, C++
Programming, Oracle 8i, Microsoft Visual Basic,
Microsoft Office 2000, Windows 2000, Java
Programming, and so on.There are courses for older
software versions plus most of the latest versions of
the most popular programs. Users must first register
at hftp://afcbt.den.disa.mil from a government (.mil)
computer but then can complete courses from any
Internet access location (home, work, college,
library, etc). It takes about 10 minutes to answer the
guestions and to be given a student login identifica-
tion code. Take as many courses as you wish and do
them at your own pace. Thisis great resumé material
and a great way to learn in your spare time. These
are great for the person that just wants to learn to
build a better Microsoft Power Point presentation, or
how to develop interactive Internet web based appli-
cations, or just wants to understand how that
Microsoft Word document fits through that little net-
work wire and comes out of the printer. And again
the best part of all isthe low cost fee of nothing. If
you have additional questions, visit the web site or
call toll free to 1-800-9828442 or DSN 926-7206.
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New ID Cards

New Identification Cards
Are Coming!

n an effort to implement secure methods of transmit-
Iting information across the network, new identifica-
tion (ID) cards will soon be issued here in the Military
Personnel Flight (MPF). Base active Active dutyDuty,
reservesReserves, National Guard members, DoD civil-
ians, and designated contractors will be given the new
IDs, called the Common Access Cards (CAC).

Military and DoD civilians must bring current
Government issued IDs to MPF to be issued the new
ID. DoD civilians who have never been issued a
Government ID and contractors must bring along two
picture IDs and a completed DD Form 1172-2 signed
by a designated official. In addition, each personnel
should determine a personal identification number
(PIN) prior to arriving at the MPF. You will be sched-
uled by your supervisor when you should report to the
Base MPF. PINs should be 6 to 8 digits (no alpha or
special characters) and not be the CAC user’s date of
birth, telephone number, address, or any other numbers

easily associated with the user.

The CAC is a credit card sized ID that con-
tains an integrated circuit chip, a magnetic strip, bar
codes, and photo ID. Three digital certificates - an
identity certificate, an e-mail signing certificate, and
an e-mail encryption certificate - are embedded in
the integrated circuit chip on the CAC. CAC card
readers will be installed onto each user’s worksta-
tion to allow certificates to be read by the computer.

The identity certificate will be used to digi-
tally sign documents and to authenticate (log on) to
secure networks and web sites. The e-mail signa-
ture certificate will be used to digitally sign e-mails
and the e-mail encryption certificate will allow
users to encrypt and decrypt e-mails. The magnetic
strip on the back of the CAC may be used for build-

ing access.

For more information about CAC issuance,
call or email the MPF at 49303, 49386, or 49296.
Detailed information about PKI can also be found at
https://afpki.lackland.af.mil.
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Chaplain’s Column

recently read about a man who was having some be going through a time where your lights are stuck
I problems with his automobile lights. They got stuck on bright.

on bright as he was driving home one night which

meant that he couldn’t dim the lights when another car In the New Living Trandation in Ephesians 4:2
would approach. He knew he was causing other folks it says: “Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each
to be blinded and almost have a wreck, but if he cut other’s faults because of your love.” The bottom line
off hislights then he would really have problems. So isthat other folks have faults and you do too and |
he had to drive on knowing that most everyone he was  do. So we need to cut each other alittle slack when
meeting were probably experiencing great aggravation  someone’s lights get stuck on bright. Love them any-
with him and his bright lights. But they were stuck on ~ way. Try to help them get their lights fixed. Be hum-
bright and there wasn’t anything he could do except ble and gentle. They may have had arough day.
keep driving. They may have arough life. Love them as Jesus

He thought of times when he had been the one loves us.
who was facing a driver who failed to dim his bright
lights and remembered how mad and unsympathetic
he was towards the driver with the bright lights. Then
hg Won(.jer.ed hovxf many of those folks who Wo.uldn’t 2002 - Year of Diversity
dim their lights did so because they couldn’t dim them
due to a mechanical problem.

Then he thought of those people in life who are The Diversity Council cordially
sort of like the bright lights of an approaching car ona | jnvites you come by the Fuel Cell
dark night. You know, the ones who are ill natured;
who consistently aggravate you; who make life more
than alittle uncomfortable. He realized that some of 2002, 0730 Hrs, for coffee and
those folks may have their lights stuck on bright. They doughnuts. You will have an
just can’t help it. They may be suffering from the
effects of something that has made them feel bad and
irritable and makes them come acrossin ahurtful way. | Council members and enjoy
They may have a health problem. They may have a fellowship with fellow
headache. They may be suffering nausea from some
illness or medication. They may have troublesin a
marriage or with children. They may have lost ajobor | have a devotional. All members
there may be any other number of things that may and guests are invited.
have happened that has resulted in their lights getting
stuck on bright. Some of you reading this article may

Hangar on Sunday, 08 December

opportunity to meet the Diversity

guardmembers. Chaplain Allen will
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M aintenance News

Let Me Introduce

Sgt George “Pete’” Manley, MOCC
(Maintenance Operations Control Center), has
been a member of the 186th for 15 years. He has
worked as a crew chief, in the Age Shop, and in
MOCC.

Prior to this, he served in the Air Force for
just over 3 yearsin Upper Heyford, England. He
is being transferred from the Meridian Zerox
Office to Birmingham AL. Zerox Office as site
manager. Julie (wife), Parker (son - 4 1/2 years
old), & Jordan (daughter - 3 years old) hope to
join him in Alabama soon. Good Luck!

When Christmas is Over-Recycle
* You can burn the tree outdoors.

» Taketreeto arecycling location where the
tree is chipped up for mulch, which may be used
for public landscaping projects or made available
for homeowner use.

 Other recycling projects include lake, river,
and beachfront stabilization and Delta sedim enta-
tion management.

* A recycled tree can provide both a comfort
zone for fish and a lucky spot for anglers. When
the trees are grouped and placed correctly in a
pond or lake, they create shade and hiding spots
for fish. The grouped trees serve the same purpose
as,shade trees in the summer for cattle - the fish

will be grouped around these spots. Trees should
be weighted so they will stay in place. Weights
can either be tied on or trees can be set in a buck-
et of cement.

Questions /Comments? Please call TSgt Carolyn
Parker, Maintenance Squadron Order Room,

Happy December Birthday to:

01 WarenE. Collins- Age

04  Russell Scarbrough - FIL

05 Henry B. Skinner - Hyd

06 Joseph R. Watson, Jr. - F/L
Michael Mercer - Fuel
Jacob N. Way - F/L

07 Vernon L. Sumrall - Spt Eq

08 Merche S. Ellis- NDI

09 JamesR. Taylor, J. - Eng
Emile H. Hughes - F/L

10 MastonA. McMahon - Age

11  DennisE. Shaw - Dock

14  Jmmy D. Allen - E/E

15 John D. McLaughlin - F/L

16 Wm. S. Compton - FIL

17  John D. Reid - Hyd
Gerald W. Benthall - F/I

18 Raymond G. Flint, Jr. - Fab
Preston L. Eatman - AGS

20 Ronad W. Robinson - Mun

21 Bradley | Crawford - AGS

24  BennieR. Shaw - Para

26  Zellar Anderson - QA
Herman Clearman, Jr. - AGE
Carl J. Dean - Fuel
Neil M. Graham - F/L

27 Daniel J. Hayes - F/L
Charles R. Hughes - Com/Nav

29  Christopher Butler - Fuel

31 Thomas Meek - Str Rep
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M aintenance News (cont.)

Holiday Traditions Around the World

Christmas - the Christian celebration
commemorating the birth of Christ and observed
December 25th.

Hanukkah (or Chanukah) an 8-day
Jewish holiday beginning on the 25th of the
Hebrew month of Kislev. Chanukah is known as
the Festival of the Lights and is a celebration of

candles, family and tradition, and is celebrated in
the home. Kwanzaa is celebrated December 26 to
January 1.

Ramadan - An Islamic/Muslim blessed
month from 17 Nov to 16 Dec. Ramadan is a train-
ing period whereby Muslims are encouraged to do
good deeds, restrain from habitual and reprehensi-

the “ rededication” of the Jewish templein
Jerusalem.

ble deeds and excel in good actions and thoughts.

Kwanzaa- An African-American cultural
celebration that mirrors the Jewish holiday of
Hanukkah in that it involves the daily lighting of

A Night at the USO

Who: Any Military Member and Guests
What: Steak Dinner

(Steak, Potato, Salad and Dessert)
Where: MSU Auditorium (Meridian Campus)
When: February 1st, 2003

(Saturday 6:30 - til)
Why:  Military Appreciation Banquet
Attire:  Military Uniform

(Class A, Class B, or BDU's)
(Guests: Sunday Dress or Festive Wear)

Seated Dinner:
$10 per person
(Can be purchased from any member
of the Family Readiness Group)
Sponsored by 186 ARW
Family Readiness Group
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Thank You

Dear Guard Family,

Brian's, death.

have been able to function.

will see us through this.

2 woudd like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you, my fellow suard members, for the

kindness, generosity and love that you have given me and my family during the last month since my only son,

94 9 had not had the friendship, phone calls and all the prayers of my extended guard family, I would not

Vou all have made all the difference in my life since ) joined the suard, and the meaning of a “Guard
Family” now means a lot more to me than just a name. It means family. TOhen your life has been turned upside

down by a sudden death like mine was, that is when you truly find out who cares about you and loves you.

Thank you all for the generous hely you have given me. Please continue to pray for me and my family as we

have a lot of adjustments in our lives to make. [Sut, ) know with the love and prayers from all of you, the Lord

Thank You Very MNuch,
Katen /Malone Gibbs

- IMPORTANT -
- NOTICE -

January UTA Dates Changed!

In order to meet the schedule of the AMC
|.G. Team, the dates for the January 2003 UTA’s
have been changed to 11-12 Jan 2003. Also note
that the regular reporting times of 0830 on
Saturday and 0700 on Sunday will be in effect
for January. The mobility portion of the inspec-
tion has been cancelled, but the Unit
Compliance Inspection (UCI) will receive the

|.G.’sfull attention.

We would like to recognize
Msgt Carl Shannon and
SSgt Kevin Ryals of
the Supply
Squadron. These
two individuals
attended the Airline
Planners Course
21 - 27 Oct 02
and did very
well.

MSgt Shannon
graduated the course
with a 100 average and
took home honor gradu-
ate while SSgt Ryals had a 99 average. Both of these
men are to be commended for ajob well done.
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Don’t Forgd- Upcoming Drill Dates

January UTA Dates Changed!
In order to meet the schedule of the DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY

AMC |.G. Team, the dates for the January |—=M T W T F SI1 S M T W T F S|| S M T W T F S
2003 UTA's have been changed to 11-12 Jan 12 3 45 6 [ 1 2 3% 1
2003. Also note that the regular reporting 8 910 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9101l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
times of 0830 on Saturday and 0700 on | 15 16 17 18 19 20 21| | 12 13 14,445 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Sunday will be in effect for January. The | 5, 23 24 25 26 27 28|| 10 2061 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
mobility portion of the inspection has been

cancelled, but the Unit Compliance

29 30 31 260727 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28

Inspection (UCI) will receive the 1.G.’s full
attention.

Have some news?

Please notify Billy Chickaway at Base Extension 9280 if YOU have any newsworthy happenings in your section. Retirements ... promotions ... weekend deployments
... new personnel ... special projects ... etc., that are of interest to members of the unit. These are the types of events that we want to publicize in the Jet Blast and Local
News Media. On public affairs articles please be sure to include the author’'s name.

This funded Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U. S. Military Services. Contents of the Jet Blast are not necessarily the official views of the U. S. govern-
ment, the Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

This newspaper is published monthly one week prior to each UTA.

The editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the Public Affairs Office of the 186th Air Refueling Wing, Mississippi Air National Guard, Key Field ANG Base, 6225 M. Street,
Meridian, MS 39307-7112.

MSGT JIMMIE R. MIXON, Editor COL. DAVID L. WEAVER, Wing Commander
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